HOPE CHURCH
Public Service of Worship
August 7, 2022
The Lord’s Day

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.
Sermon Theme: Who are you? Each of the gospel writers begins their gospel
with the ministry of John the Baptist. He was of singular importance in preparing
the way for Christ. John focuses on his role as a witness testifying about Christ.
While his role was unique, we are called to bear witness to Christ also. Therefore
his purpose helps to clarify our own call to bear witness about Christ. John the
Baptist was a forerunner, someone who goes before someone of importance and
prepares the way for Him. As the religious rulers of his day come to find out just
what he is doing, we learn something about who John the Baptist was and the way
God used him to prepare for revival. While John’s role was unique the same
characteristics should mark the who and what of our witness too.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“John is made the normative image of the Christian preacher, apostle and missionary, the perfect
prototype of the true evangelist, whose one goal is self-effacement before Christ: ‘He must
increase, but I must decrease’ (3:30).”
—W. Wink

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:



Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ
And also with you.

[Congregation]:
CALL TO WORSHIP
From Lamentations 3:41 & 40
[Leader]:
Let us lift up our hearts and hands to God in heaven and
return to the LORD.

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 GLORIA PATRI #735

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
 HYMN OF PRAISE #172

LET US LOVE AND SING AND WONDER

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 RESPONSIVE READING

Congregation responds with Bold type

Psalm 130:title–8 (ESV)
A SONG OF ASCENTS.

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD!
O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleas for mercy!
If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness,
that you may be feared.
I wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
O Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.
CONFESSION OF SIN
Joel 2:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near,
2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness
there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people; their like has never
been before, nor will be again after them through the years of all generations.
Joel 2:12–14 (ESV) — 12 “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all
your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13 and rend your hearts
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and not your garments.” Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14 Who
knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain
offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God?
EXHORTATION
SILENT CONFESSION
CORPORATE CONFESSION
From Book of Common Prayer 2019
[Together]:
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have
made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and
make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily
lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness,
may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
[Leader]:

If you confessed your sins, by faith, trusting in the finished
work of Christ, then be assured your sins are forgiven and
you are cleansed from all unrighteousness. Amen!

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #295

CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 CONFESSING THE LAW
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:
[Leader]:

Then God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me.”
For us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all
things, and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by
whom are all things, and we exist through Him. (I
Corinthians 8:9)
“You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of
what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve
them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the
fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing
lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep
My commandments.”

Little children, guard yourselves from idols. (I John 5:21)
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for
the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name
in vain.”

[Congregation]:

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him (Colossians 3:17)

[Leader]:

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall
labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of
the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or
your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant
or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. For in six
days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all
that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”

[Congregation]:

There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of
God. For the one who has entered His rest has himself also
rested from his works, as God did from His. (Hebrews 4:910)
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[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be
prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.”

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

“You shall not murder.”

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

“You shall not commit adultery.”

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

“You shall not steal.”

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”

[Leader]:

“You shall not covet.”

[Congregation]:

Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this
is well-pleasing to the Lord. (Colossians 3:20)

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall
not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to
judgment.' But I say to you that everyone who is angry
with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever
insults his brother will be liable to the council; and
whoever says, ‘You fool! ’ will be liable to the hell of fire."
(Matthew 5:21-22)

Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the
marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers
God will judge. (Hebrews 13:4)

We urge you, brothers, to aspire to live quietly, and to
mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we
instructed you, so that you may walk properly before
outsiders and be dependent on no one. (I Thessalonians
4:10-12)

Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of
you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one
another. (Ephesians 4:25)

Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be
content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never
leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…TO HIS GLORY
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above you heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON—
Isaiah 40:1–31 (ESV) — 1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak
tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is
pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice
cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 And
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth
of the LORD has spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh
is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower
fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8 The
grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 9 Go on up
to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O
Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold
your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will tend his
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his
bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 12 Who has measured the waters
in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of
the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance?
13 Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him his counsel? 14
Whom did he consult, and who made him understand? Who taught him the path of
justice, and taught him knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding? 15
Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the dust on
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the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust. 16 Lebanon would not
suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering. 17 All the nations are as
nothing before him, they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness. 18
To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him? 19 An idol! A
craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and casts for it silver chains.
20 He who is too impoverished for an offering chooses wood that will not rot; he
seeks out a skillful craftsman to set up an idol that will not move. 21 Do you not
know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not
understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 It is he who sits above the circle of
the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens
like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 23 who brings princes to
nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 24 Scarcely are they planted,
scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows on
them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 25 To whom
then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 26 Lift up
your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by
number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of his might and because he is
strong in power, not one is missing. 27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 28 Have
you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of
the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is
unsearchable. 29 He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he
increases strength. 30 Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall
exhausted; 31 but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and
not faint.
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* Children ages 4 – 12 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

 HYMN OF PREPARATION

HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US*

*Printed on the following page.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: The Gospel of John
Sermon Title: Who are you?
Scripture: John 1:19–28 (ESV)
19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to
him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say
about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make
straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”
24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why
are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John
answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27
even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28
These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness about
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before
me, because he was before me.’ ”) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace
upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he
has made him known.
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Notes:

Who Are You?

Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: John 1:19-28

How does God prepare the world to receive the Word?
Through a witness.

Through repentance.

Since God raises up witnesses to prepare the way for the Word, we must
turn in repentance.
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COMMUNION HYMN Hymn of the Month

LORD JESUS, THINK ON ME

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
(ESV)

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

1 Corinthians 11:23–26

HYMN OF RESPONSE #261

WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS

 BENEDICTION
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING
WEEKLY BIBLE READINGnj

8/7
8/8
8/9
8/10
8/11
8/12
8/13

Psalms 142
Psalms 143
Psalms 144
Psalms 145
Psalms 146
Psalms 147
Psalms 148

Jeremiah 24
Jeremiah 25
Jeremiah 26
Jeremiah 27-28
Jeremiah 29
Jeremiah 30
Jeremiah 31

2 Corinthians 1:1-2:4
2 Corinthians 2:5-3:18
2 Corinthians 4
2 Corinthians 5:1-6:2
2 Corinthians 6:3-7:1
2 Corinthians 7:2-16
2 Corinthians 8

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Q. 64. What is required in the fifth commandment?
A. The fifth commandment requireth the preserving the honor, and performing the
duties, belonging to everyone in their several places and relations, as superiors,
inferiors, or equals.
Q. 65. What is forbidden in the fifth commandment?

A. The fifth commandment forbiddeth the neglecting of, or doing anything against, the
honor and duty which belongeth to everyone in their several places and relations.

Announcements
Summer Picnic: Our August all-church family picnic will be hosted by David and
Claudia Sharp at the Kirby House grounds in Mountain Top on Sunday, August 14,
at 1:30 pm. Bring your own meat to grill or sandwiches for your family--along with a
side dish or a dessert to share. Also, please bring your lawn chairs and towels if you
plan to use the pool. Paper products and beverages will be provided. Directions to
Kirby House will be available the day of picnic. Please join us!
Vacation Bible School will be on August 15th - 19th from 5:45 PM to 8:15 PM.
There will be a complementary simple supper at 5:15 PM. The VBS theme is the
Sanctity Of Life. We need all the help we can get. See Hilary to volunteer.
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Highway Clean up: Please plan to come and help clean up our section of the on-ramp
to 81N. We will meet at the church at 10 AM on September 17th.

Church Clean-up Please plan to come and help clean up the property on October
22nd, 2022 at Hope church. We will begin at 9 AM and break for lunch, which will be
provided by the church.

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS

Corporate Prayer: Second Sunday of every month. Please join us after the service
for a time of prayer. Next month it will be the third Sunday, August 21st, due to
summer picnic schedule.
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All
are welcome.
Women’s Ministry
Hope Women's Retreat will be September 23-25 at Kirby House. The cost this year will be
$135. Our speaker will be Jenny Fitch, with her husband has served for the past 10 years
with DiscipleMakers on Berks County colleges. A nonrefundable registration fee of $25 is
due Today. The balance will be due the beginning of September.

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

Hope Music Team

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or
sixbrocks@yahoo.com

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE

Deacons
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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