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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note that the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

Sermon Theme: Understanding Salvation: The Father’s Perfect Plan. Somehow, 
despite the clear statements of scripture, we are prone to view the Father as angry and 
vindictive. It takes the Son to cool His anger, and in the Catholic tradition, it helps to first 
go through Mary, for she always has the ear of her Son. But nothing could be further from 
the truth. As Jesus concludes his discourse with Nicodemus, the apostle John reflects on 
their conversation, adding inspired commentary. What emerges is a picture of God the 
father brimming with love and compassion for a world dead in sin. It’s a picture of the 
Father planning to save a people with the most precious gift he could give—His only Son. 
But if that plan is so magnificent—and it is—why are not all saved? If he didn’t send His 
Son to condemn the world, then why are some condemned? As we conclude this discourse 
on Salvation, we will look back through the Father’s perfect plan to the Son’s execution of 
that plan and the Spirit’s application. A plan accomplished and applied by faith alone. 
Since salvation is received by faith alone, we must believe in Jesus. 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“The entire plan of salvation is laid out for us in our present chapter: from the human problem to 
the divine solution (or working from the back of the text forward: from God the Giver through his 
Son the Gift to the Spirit the Giving; and all being “given” to every single problematic “human 
being (indeed, “whoever!” we now hear), who is simply responding with trust to these divine and 
churchly Messengers with their Gifting.” 

— Frederick Bruner 
 
PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 100:1-3 
[Leader]:  Let us lift our voices and exclaim: 
[congregation]: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive 

power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor 
and glory and blessing.’ 

   
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE               NOT IN ME* 
*[Printed on the following page] 
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
Psalm 138:title–8 (ESV)  
OF DAVID.  

I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;  
before the gods I sing your praise;  

I bow down toward your holy temple  
and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness,  
for you have exalted above all things  
your name and your word.  

On the day I called, you answered me;  
my strength of soul you increased.  

All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD,  
for they have heard the words of your mouth,  

and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD,  
for great is the glory of the LORD.  

For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly,  
but the haughty he knows from afar.  

Though I walk in the midst of trouble,  
you preserve my life;  

you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies,  
and your right hand delivers me.  

The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me;  
your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever.  
Do not forsake the work of your hands.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
Ephesians 5:7–14 (ESV)  
Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you were darkness, but 
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in 
all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is 
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when anything is 
exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light.  
 
EXHORTATION 
 
SILENT CONFESSION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  
 
[Leader]:  Let us confess together saying,  
[Together]:  Father, our sinful tendency is to hide our sin from you. Like our 

father Adam, we try to sew fig leaves to cover our sins, but you 
are not fooled. You have called us to come to the light, to confess 
our sins, and flee from the darkness. We confess all those sins we 
have tried to hide, and we ask that by the power of your 
convicting Spirit, you may bring our sins into the light. So that 
through Christ, we might experience true covering, the 
forgiveness of sins, and be strengthened to continue to be found 
doing all that is good and right and true. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

  
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
[Leader]:  If you confessed your sins, by faith, trusting in the finished 

work of Christ, then be assured your sins are forgiven and you 
are cleansed from all unrighteousness. Amen! 

 
 HYMN OF THANKSGIVING          HE HAS MADE ME GLAD (2X) 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 



OCTOBER 16, 2022 

 CONFESSING THE FAITH 
Adapted from the Nicene Creed 
[leader]:  Christian, what do you believe? 
[Congregation]:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light 
of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made. 

Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He 
rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into 
heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He 
shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the 
dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above you heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON— Zephaniah 3:14–20 (ESV)  
14 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;  

shout, O Israel!  
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,  

O daughter of Jerusalem!  
15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;  

he has cleared away your enemies.  
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;  

you shall never again fear evil.  
16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  
“Fear not, O Zion;  

let not your hands grow weak.  
17 The LORD your God is in your midst,  

a mighty one who will save;  
he will rejoice over you with gladness;  

he will quiet you by his love;  
he will exult over you with loud singing.  
18 I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,  

so that you will no longer suffer reproach.  
19 Behold, at that time I will deal  

with all your oppressors.  
And I will save the lame  

and gather the outcast,  
and I will change their shame into praise  

and renown in all the earth.  
20 At that time I will bring you in,  

at the time when I gather you together;  
for I will make you renowned and praised  

among all the peoples of the earth,  
when I restore your fortunes  

before your eyes,” says the LORD.  
  
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
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* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 HYMN OF PREPARATION #87          THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT 

 
…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 

 
Sermon Series: The Gospel of John 
Sermon Title: Understanding Salvation: The Father’s Plan  
Scripture: John 3:16–21 (ESV)  

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 
19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works 
should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it 
may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”  
 
[Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

Understanding Salvation: The Father’s Plan  
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: John 3:16-21 

What was the Father’s plan to save the world? 

The Father planned to… 

Save those who believed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Condemn those who did not believe. 

 

 

 

 

 

Since salvation is received by faith alone, we must believe in Jesus. 
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COMMUNION HYMN      WE WILL FEAST IN THE HOUSE OF ZION 

 
                         

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–26 
 

 HYMN OF RESPONSE #386   GOD BE WITH YOU TILL WE MEET AGAIN
    

 
 BENEDICTION 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

10/16 Psalms 70  1 Chronicles 1  Matthew 11 
10/17 Psalms 71  1 Chronicles 2  Matthew 12:1-21 
10/18 Psalms 72  1 Chronicles 3:1-4:23  Matthew 12:22-50 
10/19 Psalms 73  1 Chronicles 4:24-5:26  Matthew 13:1-23 
10/20 Psalms 74  1 Chronicles 6  Matthew 13:24-43 
10/21 Psalms 75  1 Chronicles 7  Matthew 13:44-58 
10/22 Psalms 76  1 Chronicles 8:1-9:34  Matthew 14 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 86. What is faith in Jesus Christ? 
A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest upon him 
alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel. 
Q. 87. What is repentance unto life? 
A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of 
his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred 
of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new 
obedience. 

 
 
 

Financial Update 

 
Last Week’s Offering:     $2,319.00 
Budgeted Amount:     $2,863.25 
Difference:      -$544.25 
Year-to-date Giving (As of August 26th):  $88,005.44  
Year-to-date Budget (As of August 26th):  $100,215.75 
Difference as of August 26th:    -$12,210.31 
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Announcements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Officer Nominations – All nominations need to be received by November 27th. 
Please see the form found in the lobby for more details. Direct questions to Pastor 
Taylor or any elder. 
 
Also, a box will be available for your Operation Christmas Child Shoe box items. A list 
of needed items will be posted.  Boxes will be filled on Saturday, November 5th at 
10:30 a.m. 
 
Church Clean-up Please plan to come and help clean up the property on October 
22nd, 2022, at Hope church. We will begin at 9 AM and break for lunch, which will be 
provided by the church.  

Corporate Prayer: Today, Sunday, October 16th. Please join us after the service for 
a time of prayer.  

Women’s Christmas Dinner: The Women will hold their Christmas Dinner on 
Saturday, December 3 at Lucca’s in Taylor. The event will start at 4:30. The cost will 
be $25.00 per person. Money is due to Lois Schwartz by November 20.  

Immerse Bible Study: For eight weeks starting on October 12th, Dave and Jenny 
Brock will be hosting an Immerse bible study at their home. If you are interested, 
please see Dave or Jenny for more details.  

 

Announcements 
 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Corporate Prayer: First Sunday of every month. Please join us after the service for a 
time of prayer.  

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Women’s Ministry 
Straka Bible study will resume Saturday, October 15th at 10 AM. If you would like to 
attend, please see Cheryl Straka 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:sixbrocks@yahoo.com
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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