HOPE CHURCH
Public Service of Worship
October 23, 2022
The Lord’s Day

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note that the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.
Sermon Theme: He Must Increase. In our culture of influencers and platform building,
the church has been seduced by worldly ways of doing ministry. Many ministry leaders
begin well but are drawn down the rabbit hole of brand management, only to end by
deplatforming the very person they claim to champion. Pride, envy, greed, and power
more and more come to characterize our ministry practices. In our text this morning, John
the Baptist provides a refreshing, ideal model for Christian ministry and ministry leaders.
He shows not only that he has a clear sense of his mission and purpose but that he has
drawn great joy from the role God had ordained for him. In that way, he provides a helpful
critique to all ministry leaders who, not being content to share the spotlight, let alone
recede into the background, have forgotten the goal of Christian ministry. To make much
of something means to “give or ascribe a significant amount of attention or importance to”
whatever you are making much of. The goal of Christian ministry is to make much of
Jesus Christ.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
““Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. He must increase, but I must decrease.” When Jesus
becomes greater in the world and I become lesser in the world, my joy increases. And when this is
the purpose and plan of Jesus himself, it is not egomania. It’s love… John the Baptist is brought in
right here to illustrate a joyful response to the radical things Jesus had been saying to Nicodemus
about himself and about the sovereign work of God in salvation. You could call it a joyful response
to God’s sovereign self-exaltation.”
— John Piper

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:



[Congregation]:
CALL TO WORSHIP
From Psalm 113:1-3
[Leader]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ
And also with you.

Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the
name of the Lord! Blessed be the name of the Lord from
this time forth and forevermore! From the rising of the
sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised!

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 GLORIA PATRI #735

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
 HYMN OF PRAISE

I WILL CALL UPON THE LORD*

*[Printed on the following page]

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

OCTOBER 23, 2022

 RESPONSIVE READING
Psalm 66:title–20 (ESV)
TO THE CHOIRMASTER. A SONG. A PSALM.

Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
sing the glory of his name;
give to him glorious praise!
Say to God, “How awesome are your
deeds!

Congregation responds with Bold type
So great is your power that
your enemies come
cringing to you.
All the earth worships you
and sings praises to you;
they sing praises to your name.”
[Continued on the following page]

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Come and see what God has done:
he is awesome in his deeds
toward the children of
man.
He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river
on foot.
There did we rejoice in him,
who rules by his might forever,
whose eyes keep watch on the
nations—
let not the rebellious exalt
themselves.
Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be
heard,
who has kept our soul among the
living
and has not let our feet slip.
For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is
tried.
You brought us into the net;
you laid a crushing burden on
our backs;
you let men ride over our heads;
we went through fire and
through water;
yet you have brought us out to a
place of abundance.

I will come into your house with burnt
offerings;
I will perform my vows to you,
that which my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when I
was in trouble.
I will offer to you burnt offerings of
fattened animals,
with the smoke of the
sacrifice of rams;
I will make an offering of bulls and
goats.
Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done
for my soul.
I cried to him with my mouth,
and high praise was on my
tongue.
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have
listened.
But truly God has listened;
he has attended to the voice of
my prayer.

Blessed be God,
because he has not rejected
my prayer
or removed his steadfast love
from me!
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CONFESSION OF SIN
1 Corinthians 13:4–6 (ESV)
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude.
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.
EXHORTATION

SILENT CONFESSION
CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Leader]:
[Together]:

Let us confess together saying,
Father, we confess that our ideas of what love are have come
more from the world than from your word. None more so than
when it comes to our love for you. Forgive us, good Lord, for our
envy and pride, for arrogance and greed. Teach us to be humble
and content and to strive to make much of Christ instead of
making much of ourselves. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
[Leader]:

If you confessed your sins, by faith, trusting in the finished
work of Christ, then be assured your sins are forgiven and you
are cleansed from all unrighteousness. Amen!

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #441

JESUS SHALL REIGN

 CONFESSING THE FAITH

Adapted from the Nicene Creed
[leader]:
Christian, what do you believe?
[Congregation]:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven
and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light
of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made.
Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He
rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into
heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He
shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the
dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life;
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified;
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

…TO HIS GLORY


PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS
DOXOLOGY #731
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above you heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON— Numbers 12:1–16 (ESV)
1 Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had
married, for he had married a Cushite woman. 2 And they said, “Has the LORD indeed
spoken only through Moses? Has he not spoken through us also?” And the LORD heard
it. 3 Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all people who were on the face of
the earth. 4 And suddenly the LORD said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, “Come
out, you three, to the tent of meeting.” And the three of them came out. 5 And the
LORD came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent and called
Aaron and Miriam, and they both came forward. 6 And he said, “Hear my words: If
there is a prophet among you, I the LORD make myself known to him in a vision; I
speak with him in a dream. 7 Not so with my servant Moses. He is faithful in all my
house. 8 With him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in riddles, and he beholds
the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant
Moses?” 9 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them, and he departed.
10 When the cloud removed from over the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, like
snow. And Aaron turned toward Miriam, and behold, she was leprous. 11 And Aaron
said to Moses, “Oh, my lord, do not punish us because we have done foolishly and
have sinned. 12 Let her not be as one dead, whose flesh is half eaten away when he
comes out of his mother’s womb.” 13 And Moses cried to the LORD, “O God, please heal
her—please.” 14 But the LORD said to Moses, “If her father had but spit in her face,
should she not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut outside the camp seven days,
and after that she may be brought in again.” 15 So Miriam was shut outside the camp
seven days, and the people did not set out on the march till Miriam was brought in
again. 16 After that the people set out from Hazeroth, and camped in the wilderness
of Paran.
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #131

CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: The Gospel of John
Sermon Title: He Must Increase.
Scripture: John 3:22–30 (ESV)
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he
remained there with them and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon
near Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being
baptized 24 (for John had not yet been put in prison).
25 Now a discussion arose between some of John’s disciples and a Jew over
purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you
across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going
to him.” 27 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given
him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,
but I have been sent before him.’ 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom.
The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the
bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase,
but I must decrease.”
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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Sermon Notes:

He Must Increase.

Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: John 3:22-30

How does John the Baptist model faithful Christian ministry?
He distinguishes himself from Christ.

He enjoys Christ.

He makes much of Christ.

The Goal of Christian Ministry is to make much of Christ.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

COMMUNION HYMN [Hymn of the month]
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NOT IN ME

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

 HYMN OF RESPONSE

1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–26
JESUS STRONG AND KIND

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 BENEDICTION
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING
WEEKLY BIBLE READING

10/23
10/24
10/25
10/26
10/27
10/28
10/29

Psalms 77
Psalms 78:1-39
Psalms 78:40-72
Psalms 79
Psalms 80
Psalms 81
Psalms 82

1 Chronicles 9:35-11:9
1 Chronicles 11:10-47
1 Chronicles 12
1 Chronicles 13-14
1 Chronicles 15
1 Chronicles 16
1 Chronicles 17

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Matthew 15:1-31
Matthew 15:32-16:12
Matthew 16:13-28
Matthew 17
Matthew 18:1-14
Matthew 18:15-35
Matthew 19

Q. 88. What are the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to
us the benefits of redemption?
A. The outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of
redemption are, his ordinances, especially the Word, sacraments, and prayer; all which are
made effectual to the elect for salvation.
Q. 89. How is the Word made effectual to salvation?
A. The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preaching, of the Word,
an effectual means of convincing and converting sinners, and of building them up in
holiness and comfort, through faith, unto salvation.

Financial Update
Last Week’s Offering:
Budgeted Amount:
Difference:
Year-to-date Giving (As of August 26th):
Year-to-date Budget (As of August 26th):
Difference as of August 26th:

$1,356.20
$2,863.25
-$1507.05
$88,005.44
$100,215.75
-$12,210.31
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Announcements
UPCOMING EVENTS
Officer Nominations – All nominations need to be received by November 27th.
Please see the form found in the lobby for more details. Direct questions to Pastor
Taylor or any elder.

Also, a box will be available for your Operation Christmas Child Shoe box items. A list
of needed items will be posted. Boxes will be filled on Saturday, November 5th at
10:30 a.m.
Women’s Christmas Dinner: The Women will hold their Christmas Dinner on
Saturday, December 3 at Lucca’s in Taylor. The event will start at 4:30. The cost will
be $25.00 per person. Money is due to Lois Schwartz by November 20.

Immerse Bible Study: For eight weeks starting on October 12th, Dave and Jenny
Brock will be hosting an Immerse bible study at their home. If you are interested,
please see Dave or Jenny for more details.

Straka Bible study will resume Saturday, November 19th at 10 AM. If you would like
to attend, please see Cheryl Straka

Corporate Prayer: First Sunday of every month. Please join us after the service for a
time of prayer.

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE

Deacons
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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