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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note that the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

 

Sermon Theme: Understanding Salvation: By Faith Alone. A key theme that runs 
through the gospel of john is misunderstanding. The people misunderstand, the disciples 
misunderstand, and it seems like everyone misunderstands Jesus. Meanwhile, Jesus is 
teaching and guiding and walking alongside his disciples so that when they reflect back 
later, they finally do understand. In many ways, John wrote his gospel so that 
misunderstanding would not mark our discipleship with Jesus. In that way, the 
conversation that Jesus has with Nicodemus at night sheds light on his and our 
misunderstanding of Jesus’ teaching concerning salvation. As Jesus gradually sheds more 
light on Nicodemus’ understanding of salvation, we see the essential truth that just as our 
birth from above was dependent on the Spirit, so too does our salvation rest on the Son of 
man being lifted up on the cross. Since Jesus reveals that salvation is by faith alone, we 
must believe in Him. 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“The misunderstandings thus serve as devices aiming to engage the reader and to convey 
spiritual truth, especially with regard to Jesus’ death and resurrection. Similar in effect to 
parables, as mentioned, misunderstandings draw a line between “insiders,” who understand a 
given spiritual truth, once explicated, and “outsiders,” who do not.” 

— Andreas Köstenberger 
 
PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 100:1-3 
[Leader]:  Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the 

LORD with gladness! Come into his presence with 
singing! Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who 
made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture.  

   
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE       BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY* 
*[Printed on the following page] 
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 

 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
Psalm 96:1–13 (ESV)  
Oh sing to the LORD a new song;  

sing to the LORD, all the earth!  
Sing to the LORD, bless his name;  

tell of his salvation from day to day.  
Declare his glory among the nations,  

his marvelous works among all the peoples!  
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;  

he is to be feared above all gods.  
For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,  

but the LORD made the heavens.  
Splendor and majesty are before him;  

strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples,  
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength!  

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;  
bring an offering, and come into his courts!  
*[Continued on the following page] 
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Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness;  
tremble before him, all the earth!  

Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!  
Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved;  
he will judge the peoples with equity.”  

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;  
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  

let the field exult, and everything in it!  
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy  
before the LORD, for he comes,  

for he comes to judge the earth.  
He will judge the world in righteousness,  

and the peoples in his faithfulness.  
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
John 12:37–40 (ESV)  
37 Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him, 
38 so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us,  
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?”  

39 Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah said,  

40 “He has blinded their eyes  
and hardened their heart,  

lest they see with their eyes,  
and understand with their heart, and turn,  
and I would heal them.”  

 
EXHORTATION 
 
SILENT CONFESSION  
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CORPORATE CONFESSION  
 
[Leader]:  Let us confess together saying,  
[Together]:  Our Father, we come now in the name of Jesus our Lord, to 

confess our sins to you. We are so prone to misunderstand your 
word. We often substitute what we think or feel is right for the 
truth. At times we wander in darkness without understanding. 
Send out your light and your truth; let them lead us. Enlighten 
our eyes and give us understanding according to your word. 
Through Jesus Christ our lord, amen.  

  
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
[Leader]:  If you confessed your sins, by faith, trusting in the finished 

work of Christ, then be assured your sins are forgiven and you 
are cleansed from all unrighteousness. Amen! 

 
 HYMN OF THANKSGIVING             NOT IN ME* 
*[Printed on the following page]  
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 CONFESSING THE FAITH 
Adapted from the Nicene Creed 
[leader]:  Christian, what do you believe? 
[Congregation]:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. 

Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose 
again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, 
and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come 
again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke 
by the prophets. 

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

…TO HIS GLORY 
MISSIONS MOMENT     MICHAEL GOODLIN, RUF MINISTER LEHIGH UNIVERSITY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below,  
Praise Him above you heavenly host, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON— Numbers 21:4–9 (ESV)  

4 From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 
Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke against 
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6 
Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 
many people of Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and said, “We have 
sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he 
take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said 
to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when 
he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a 
serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.  
  
 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 

 HYMN OF PREPARATION #310             REJOICE THE LORD IS KING   

 
…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 

Sermon Series: The Gospel of John 
Sermon Title: The Centrality of the New Birth.  
Scripture: John 3:9–15 (ESV)  

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are 
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I 
say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but 
you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended 
into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
 
[Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

Understanding Salvation: By faith Alone.  
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: John 3:10-15 

We often misunderstand Jesus. 

Why do we misunderstand? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we misunderstand? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since Jesus reveals that salvation is by faith alone, we must believe in Him. 
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COMMUNION HYMN               LORD JESUS THINK ON ME

 
                        

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–26 
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 HYMN OF RESPONSE       HIS NAME IS WONDERFUL (2X) 
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 BENEDICTION 

HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

10/9 Psalms 62  Ezekiel 40:44-41:26  Matthew 6:5-24 
10/10 Psalms 63  Ezekiel 42:1-43:12  Matthew 6:25-7:14 
10/11 Psalms 64  Ezekiel 43:13-44:14  Matthew 7:15-8:4 
10/12 Psalms 65  Ezekiel 44:15-45:17  Matthew 8:5-34 
10/13 Psalms 66-67  Ezekiel 45:18-46:24  Matthew 9:1-17 
10/14 Psalms 68  Ezekiel 47  Matthew 9:18-38 
10/15 Psalms 69  Ezekiel 48  Matthew 10 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 84. What doth every sin deserve? 
A. Every sin deserveth God’s wrath and curse, both in this life, and that which is to 
come. 
Q. 85. What doth God require of us, that we may escape his wrath and curse, 
due to us for sin? 
A. To escape the wrath and curse of God, due to us for sin, God requireth of us 
faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto life, with the diligent use of all the outward 
means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption. 

 
Financial Update 

 
Last Week’s Offering:      $14, 218.00 
Budgeted Amount:      $2,863.25 
Difference:     +$11,354.75 
Year-to-date Giving (As of August 26th): $88,005.44  
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Year-to-date Budget (As of August 26th):  $100,215.75 
Difference as of August 26th:    -$12,210.31 
 

Announcements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Officer Nominations – All nominations need to be received by November 27th. 
Please see the form found in the lobby for more details. Direct questions to Pastor 
Taylor or any elder.  
 
Also, a box will be available for your Operation Christmas Child Shoebox items. A list 
of needed items will be posted.  Boxes will be filled on Saturday, November 5th at 
10:30 a.m. Ladies will go to lunch after the packing.  
 
Church Clean-up Please plan to come and help clean up the property on October 
22nd, 2022, at Hope church. We will begin at 9 AM and break for lunch, which will be 
provided by the church.  

Corporate Prayer: Sunday October 16th. Please join us after the service for a time of 
prayer.  

Women’s Christmas Dinner: The Women will hold their Christmas Dinner on 
Saturday, December 3 at Lucca’s in Taylor. The event will start at 4:30. The cost will 
be $25.00 per person. Money is due to Lois Schwartz by November 20.  

Immerse Bible Study: For eight weeks starting on October 12th, Dave and Jenny 
Brock will be hosting an Immerse bible study at their home. If you are interested, 
please see Dave or Jenny for more details.  
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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