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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to 
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living 
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole 
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present 
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just 
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from 
the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note that the  symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not 
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to 
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.   

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

 

Sermon Theme: Zealous for Pure Worship.  The Passover of the Jews was a high holy 
day. It was carefully, even meticulously prepared for each year. Yet, when Jesus visits the 
temple, he finds it to be wanting. Eluding our desire to pin Him down, meek and mild, 
gentle Jesus makes a cord of whips and cleanses the temple. He is zealous for the right 
worship of God. Incensed at this move but sensing divine approbation, the religious rulers 
demand an explanation for this bold move. Cryptically Jesus answers, which until his 
resurrection, even His disciple misunderstood. This story stands out for its intensity and 
should provoke honest self-reflection. What is corrupt worship? How did a group of people 
so devoted to following the rules miss the whole point? And what does Jesus teach about 
the nature and end of worship? As we open this text up together, we find that since 
worship is God-directed, Godward, and Christ-centered, we must be zealous for its 
purity.   



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

REFLECTION 
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]  

“We ourselves are the temple of God. God makes us holy, and we are his dwelling place; in us he 
dwells, not in temples made with hands, not in stones and wood. Therefore, that material temple, 
which is the only one in the whole world that God commanded to be built for himself, is a temple 
of the unique people of God, the unique church of God. When the temple was destroyed, the 
material thing ended. But in his people God has a temple.” 

— Johannes Oecolampadius 
 
PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 65:1-4 
[Leader]:  Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows 

be performed. O you who hear prayer, to you shall all 
flesh come. When iniquities prevail against me, you 
atone for our transgressions. Blessed is the one you 
choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We shall 
be satisfied with the goodness of your house, the holiness 
of your temple!  

   
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 
 GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end, Amen, Amen. 
 

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 HYMN OF PRAISE          BE EXALTED, O GOD* 

*Printed on the following page 
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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 RESPONSIVE READING           Congregation responds with Bold type 
Psalm 5:title–12 (ESV)  
TO THE CHOIRMASTER: FOR THE FLUTES. A PSALM OF DAVID.  
Give ear to my words, O LORD;  

consider my groaning.  
Give attention to the sound of my cry,  

my King and my God,  
for to you do I pray.  

O LORD, in the morning you hear my voice;  
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch.  

For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;  
evil may not dwell with you.  

The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;  
you hate all evildoers.  

You destroy those who speak lies;  
the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.  

But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,  
will enter your house.  

I will bow down toward your holy temple  
in the fear of you.  

Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness  
because of my enemies;  
make your way straight before me.  

For there is no truth in their mouth;  
their inmost self is destruction;  

their throat is an open grave;  
they flatter with their tongue.  

Make them bear their guilt, O God;  
let them fall by their own counsels;  

because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out,  
for they have rebelled against you.  

But let all who take refuge in you rejoice;  
let them ever sing for joy,  

and spread your protection over them,  
that those who love your name may exult in you.  

For you bless the righteous, O LORD;  
you cover him with favor as with a shield. 

 



CONFESSION OF SIN 
Jeremiah 7:4 (ESV)  

4 Do not trust in these deceptive words: ‘This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the 
LORD, the temple of the LORD.’  
 
SILENT CONFESSION  
 
CORPORATE CONFESSION  
 
[Leader]:  Let us confess together saying,  
[Together]:  Father, at times, we have worshipped you with our lips, but our 

hearts have been far from you. We have thought more of our 
comfort and ease than how you want us to worship you. We confess 
that sometimes our worship is man-centered and designed to make 
us feel good rather than offer up our very lives to you. Forgive us, 
Good Lord, and cleanse us from corruption. Reorientate us through 
repentance so that we offer pure worship to you as you have taught 
us in your word. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
[Leader]:  If you confessed your sins, by faith, trusting in the finished 

work of Christ, then be assured your sins are forgiven and you 
are cleansed from all unrighteousness. Amen! 

 
 HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #181  WE COME, O CHRIST, TO YOU  
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 CONFESSING THE FAITH 
Adapted from the Nicene Creed 
[leader]:  Christian, what do you believe? 
[Congregation]:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. 

Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose 
again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, 
and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come 
again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose 
kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke 
by the prophets. 

And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

 DOXOLOGY #731 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below,  
Praise Him above you heavenly host,  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON— Isaiah 66:1–6 (ESV)  
1 Thus says the LORD:  
“Heaven is my throne,  

and the earth is my footstool;  
what is the house that you would build for me,  

and what is the place of my rest?  
2 All these things my hand has made,  

and so all these things came to be,  
declares the LORD.  

But this is the one to whom I will look:  
he who is humble and contrite in spirit  
and trembles at my word.  

3 “He who slaughters an ox is like one who kills a man;  
he who sacrifices a lamb, like one who breaks a dog’s neck;  

he who presents a grain offering, like one who offers pig’s blood;  
he who makes a memorial offering of frankincense, like one who blesses an idol.  

These have chosen their own ways,  
and their soul delights in their abominations;  

4 I also will choose harsh treatment for them  
and bring their fears upon them,  

because when I called, no one answered,  
when I spoke, they did not listen;  

but they did what was evil in my eyes  
and chose that in which I did not delight.”  

5 Hear the word of the LORD,  
you who tremble at his word:  

“Your brothers who hate you  
and cast you out for my name’s sake  

have said, ‘Let the LORD be glorified,  
that we may see your joy’;  
but it is they who shall be put to shame.  

6 “The sound of an uproar from the city!  
A sound from the temple!  

The sound of the LORD,  
rendering recompense to his enemies!  

 [Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
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* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 
 HYMN OF PREPARATION  (Hymn of the Month)     THE GOODNESS OF JESUS

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
 
Sermon Series: The Gospel of John 
Sermon Title: Zealous for Pure Worship.  
Scripture: John 2:12–22 (ESV)  

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and 
his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.  

13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-
changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these 
things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19 
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 
The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise 
it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When 
therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.  
 
[Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Sermon Notes:  

Zealous for Pure Worship.   
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor    
Scripture: John 2:12-22 
 
What is corrupt worship? 
 
Corrupt worship is man-made 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Corrupt worship is man-centered 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since worship is God-ordained, Godward, and Christ-centered, we must be zealous 
for its purity. 
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COMMUNION HYMN     WE WILL FEAST IN THE HOUSE OF ZION

        
         
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION                1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV) 

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 HYMN OF RESPONSE    CHRIST THE SURE AND STEADY ANCHOR

 
                 
 BENEDICTION 
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HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING 
WEEKLY BIBLE READING 

9/18 Psalms 40  Ezekiel 19  Philippians 3:1-4:1 
9/19 Psalms 41  Ezekiel 20:1-32  Philippians 4:2-23 
9/20 Psalms 42  Ezekiel 20:33-49  1 Timothy 1 
9/21 Psalms 43  Ezekiel 21  1 Timothy 2 
9/22 Psalms 44  Ezekiel 22  1 Timothy 3 
9/23 Psalms 45  Ezekiel 23  1 Timothy 4 
9/24 Psalms 46  Ezekiel 24  1 Timothy 5:1-6:2 

 
WEEKLY CATECHISM 

Q. 76. Which is the ninth commandment? 
A. The ninth commandment is, Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
Q. 77. What is required in the ninth commandment? 
A. The ninth commandment requireth the maintaining and promoting of truth 
between man and man, and of our own and our neighbor’s good name, 
especially in witness-bearing. 

 
Financial Update 

 
Last Week’s Offering:  $3,188 
Budgeted Amount:  $2,863.25 
Difference:   +$324.75 
Year-to-date Giving (As of July 28th):  $75,123.67 
Year-to-date Budget (As of July 28th):  $85,897.50 
Difference as of July 28th:   -$10,773.83 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
K 
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Announcements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

September is Mission’s Emphasis Month: We have moved our mission’s emphasis 
month from October to September.  

Open Closet, Saturday, October 8th, with set up on Sunday, October 2nd.  Sorting 
during the week if you can spare a few hours and Friday afternoon/evening on 
October 7th.  Please bring your clothing and small household items, linens, etc. 
beginning Sunday, October 2nd. 
 
Also, a box will be available for your Operation Christmas Child Shoe box items 
beginning Sunday, September 18th.   A list of needed items will be posted.  Boxes will 
be filled on Saturday, November 5th at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Church Clean-up Please plan to come and help clean up the property on October 
22nd, 2022, at Hope church. We will begin at 9 AM and break for lunch, which will be 
provided by the church.  
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Announcements 
 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Corporate Prayer: First Sunday of every month. Please join us after the service for a 
time of prayer.  

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email 
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Women’s Ministry 
Hope Women’s Retreat will be September 23-25 at Kirby House. The cost this year will be 
$135. There is a $25 non-refundable registration fee due upon your signing up. The 
remainder $110 is due today, September 11. The money or check can be given to Lois 
Schwartz. Our speaker will be Jenny Fitch, who has served with her husband with 
DiscipleMakers in the Berks County colleges. She will be leading us in study through 
several of the Psalms.. 

Straka Bible study will resume Saturday, October 15th at 10 AM. If you would like to 
attend, please see Cheryl Straka 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  

Hope Music Team 

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse 
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All 
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or 
sixbrocks@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

mailto:sixbrocks@yahoo.com


~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760  Pastor@hopenepa.org  www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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