HOPE CHURCH
Public Service of Worship
September 4, 2022
The Lord’s Day

Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know,
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the
message to our community.
We want you to feel welcome, and as such, have prepared this guide to help you to
engage in worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living
sacrifices unto the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole
body with standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present
ourselves wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just
sitting and hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from
the heart.
Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced:
[Leader]:
Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ
[Congregation]:
And also with you.
Please note that the  symbol means to stand.
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a
sacrament whereby Christ being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not
participate. However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to
be baptized or participate in the Holy Supper.
Sermon Theme: The Dawning of the New Creation. Jesus has assembled some of His
disciples, but His public ministry has not yet begun. Jesus and His disciples are invited to a
wedding by Jesus’ mother, where a problem arises, they ran out of wine. Quickly Jesus’
mother solicits Jesus’ help, not knowing that his time had not yet come, or had it? Jesus
does help, turning what was water into over 150 gallons of the best wine. More than a
story of a successful start of His ministry, John weaves in a theological parable to point to
the dawning of the new creation in Christ. It is this first sign that led his disciples to
believe in Him as he manifests His glory. It continues to lead us today who look not merely
with our eyes but with the eyes of faith to see that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Since
turning water into wine is a sign that manifests the Glory of Jesus, we must believe in
Him.

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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REFLECTION
[Please reflect on this silently as you prepare your hearts for worship]
“John’s point is simply that the wine Jesus provides is unqualifiedly superior, as must everything
be that is tied to the new, messianic age Jesus is introducing.”
— D.A. Carson

PRELUDE

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD
APOSTOLIC GREETING
[Leader]:



[Congregation]:
CALL TO WORSHIP
From Rev. 5:13
[Leader]:
[Together]:

Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ
And also with you.

Let every creature in heaven and on earth and under
the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, say, ‘To
Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever
and ever!’

…IN HIS PRESENCE
 GLORIA PATRI #735

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end, Amen, Amen.

 PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION)
 HYMN OF PRAISE
*Printed on the following page

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

SHOUT TO THE LORD*
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

 RESPONSIVE READING

Congregation responds with Bold type

Psalm 24:title–10 (ESV)
A PSALM OF DAVID.

The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein,
for he has founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false
and does not swear deceitfully.
He will receive blessing from the LORD
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Such is the generation of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle!
Lift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts,
he is the King of glory!
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CONFESSION OF SIN
[Leader]:

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

SILENT CONFESSION

CORPORATE CONFESSION
[Leader]:
[Together]:

Let us confess together saying,
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed
from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the
devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against
your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought
to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not
to have done; and apart from your grace, there is no health in us.
O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare all those who confess their
faults. Restore all those who are penitent, according to your
promises declared to all people in Christ Jesus our Lord. And
grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may now live
a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of your holy Name.
Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
[Leader]:



If you confessed your sins, by faith, trusting in the finished
work of Christ, then be assured your sins are forgiven and
you are cleansed from all unrighteousness. Amen!

HYMN OF THANKSGIVING
*Printed on the following page

ALL GLORY BE TO CHRIST*
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

CONFESSING THE LAW
[Leader]:
Then God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the LORD your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me.”

[Congregation]:

For us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all
things, and we exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by
whom are all things, and we exist through Him. (I
Corinthians 8:9)

[Leader]:

“You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of
what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
water under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve
them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the
fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing
lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep
My commandments.”

[Congregation]:
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

Little children, guard yourselves from idols. (I John 5:21)
“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for
the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name
in vain.”
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him (Colossians 3:17)

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall
labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of
the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or
your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant
or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. For in six
days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all
that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the
LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”

There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of
God. For the one who has entered His rest has himself also
rested from his works, as God did from His. (Hebrews 4:910)
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[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be
prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.”

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

“You shall not murder.”

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

“You shall not commit adultery.”

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

“You shall not steal.”

[Leader]:

[Congregation]:

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”

[Leader]:

“You shall not covet.”

[Congregation]:

Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this
is well-pleasing to the Lord. (Colossians 3:20)

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall
not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to
judgment.' But I say to you that everyone who is angry
with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever
insults his brother will be liable to the council; and
whoever says, ‘You fool! ’ will be liable to the hell of fire."
(Matthew 5:21-22)

Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the
marriage bed be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers
God will judge. (Hebrews 13:4)

We urge you, brothers, to aspire to live quietly, and to
mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we
instructed you, so that you may walk properly before
outsiders and be dependent on no one. (I Thessalonians
4:10-12)

Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of
you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one
another. (Ephesians 4:25)

Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be
content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never
leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5)
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…TO HIS GLORY
PASTORAL PRAYER
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS

 DOXOLOGY #731

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above you heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON— Isaiah 25:6–12 (ESV)
6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7 And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
8 He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces,
and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken.
9 It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
This is the LORD; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
10 For the hand of the LORD will rest on this mountain,
and Moab shall be trampled down in his place,
as straw is trampled down in a dunghill.
11 And he will spread out his hands in the midst of it
as a swimmer spreads his hands out to swim,
but the LORD will lay low his pompous pride together with the skill of his
hands.
12 And the high fortifications of his walls he will bring down,
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lay low, and cast to the ground, to the dust.
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church.

 HYMN OF PREPARATION

THE GOODNESS OF JESUS*

*Printed on the following page

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY
Sermon Series: The Gospel of John
Sermon Title: The Dawning of the New Creation
Scripture: John 2:1–11 (ESV)
1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When the wine
ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her,
“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His
mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6 Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification,
each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with
water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, “Now draw some
out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the master of the
feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when
people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until
now.” 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his
glory. And his disciples believed in him.
[Leader]:
[Congregation]:

This is the Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Notes:

The Dawning of the New Creation
Reverend Taylor Bradley, Pastor
Scripture: John 2:1-11

What happens when the wine runs out?
The wine is running out.

Saving the best for last.

Since turning water into wine is a sign that manifests the Glory of Jesus, we
must believe in Him.
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COMMUNION HYMN

COME, YE SINNERS, POOR AND NEEDY

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
 HYMN OF RESPONSE
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1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (ESV)
COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS

 BENEDICTION

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Sermon Discussion Question
1. What does this first sign that Jesus does point to?
2. What do the various elements symbolize? (the wine running out, the water
pots, and the abundance of the best wine).
3. What does Jesus mean when he tells His mother His hour is not yet here?
4. How should Christians think about wine?
5. How does this sign manifest Jesus’ glory?
HELPS for FAMILY and PRIVATE READING

WEEKLY BIBLE READING

9/4
9/5
9/6
9/7
9/8
9/9
9/10

Psalms 26
Psalms 27
Psalms 28
Psalms 29
Psalms 30
Psalms 31
Psalms 32

Jeremiah 52
Obadiah 1
Ezekiel 1
Ezekiel 2-3
Ezekiel 4-5
Ezekiel 6-7
Ezekiel 8-9

WEEKLY CATECHISM

Romans 16
Philemon 1
Colossians 1:1-23
Colossians 1:24-2:23
Colossians 3:1-4:1
Colossians 4:2-18
Ephesians 1

Q. 72. What is forbidden in the seventh commandment?
A. The seventh commandment forbiddeth all unchaste thoughts, words, and actions.
Q. 73. Which is the eighth commandment?
A. The eighth commandment is, Thou shalt not steal.
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Financial Update
Last Week’s Offering: $2,439.10
Budgeted Amount:
$2,863.25
Difference:
-$424.15
Year-to-date Giving (As of July 28th): $75,123.67
Year-to-date Budget (As of July 28th): $85,897.50
-$10,773.83
Difference as of July 28th:
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Announcements
UPCOMING EVENTS
Eastern Pennsylvania fall Presbytery Meeting at Hope church 9 AM-3:30 PM
Saturday September 10th visitors are welcome to attend.

September is Mission’s Emphasis Month: We have moved our mission’s emphasis
month from October to September. On September 11, our newest missionaries, Hunter
and Laura Quinn, will be visiting us for the weekend. They will present on their
campus ministry in Cape Town, South Africa, during the Sunday School hour. Then
after the service, there will be a time of fellowship and an opportunity for you to get
to know them better. Please bring a light lunch. Plastic wear and drinks will be
provided by the church.
Diaconal Offering: Sunday September 11th

Highway Clean up: Please plan to come and help clean up our section of the on-ramp
to 81N. We will meet at the church at 10 AM on September 17th.
Church Clean-up Please plan to come and help clean up the property on October
22nd, 2022, at Hope church. We will begin at 9 AM and break for lunch, which will be
provided by the church.
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Announcements
REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS
Corporate Prayer: First Sunday of every month. Please join us after the service for a
time of prayer.
Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church.
Small Group Fellowship:

Barnes’s Small Group: This group meets the second and fourth Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 PM at their home (See Bill or Beverly for directions). Email
williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome.
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All
are welcome.
Women’s Ministry
Hope Women’s Retreat will be September 23-25 at Kirby House. The cost this year will be
$135. There is a $25 non-refundable registration fee due upon your signing up. The
remainder $110 will be due on September 11. The money or check can be given to Lois
Schwartz. Our speaker will be Jenny Fitch, who has served with her husband with
DiscipleMakers in the Berks County colleges. She will be leading us in study through
several of the Psalms..
Straka Bible study will resume Saturday, October 15th at 10 AM. If you would like to
attend, please see Cheryl Straka

Children & Youth Ministry:

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.

Hope Music Team

The Music Team meets each Sunday morning from 8:45-9:20 am. We rehearse
that morning's worship songs and practice special music numbers at that time. All
are welcome to join us! Contact Jenny Brock with questions: 570.540.5682 or
sixbrocks@yahoo.com

~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~

Presbyterian Church in America
Sunday School: 9:25  Worship: 10:45
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Elders
Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor)
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk)
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE
Mr. John Schwartz, RE

Deacons
Mr. Bob Sederovitz
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman)
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