
“Will you contend for Baal? Or will you save him? Whoever contends for him shall be put to death by 
morning. If he is a god, let him contend for himself, because his altar has been broken down.” 

—Judges 6:31 
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Welcome to Hope Church. We are so glad that you are here to join in worship of 
our God, through Jesus, his Son. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA), with deep roots in the reformed tradition. Our mission is to know, 
worship, and proclaim Jesus Christ as the hope of the world, lovingly bringing the 
message to our community.  

We want you to feel welcome, and have prepared this guide to help you engage in 
worship. The apostle Paul exhorts us to present our bodies as living sacrifices unto 
the Lord (Rom. 12:1). For that reason, our worship engages the whole body with 
standing, sitting, lifting hands, eating & drinking, which helps us present ourselves 
wholly to God as an act of worship. There are no passive worshipers, just sitting and 
hearing, but we are all called to be active and engaged, responding from the heart.  

     Please note that when the congregation is to read, the type will be boldfaced: 
[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ 
[Congregation]: And also with you.  
 
 Please note that the g symbol means to stand.  
 
THE LORD’S SUPPER: Also commonly called “communion.” The Lord’s supper is a 

sacrament whereby Christ, being spiritually present in the supper, offers us his body 
and blood to nourish our faith. We feed on Christ as a participation in his death and 
resurrection, the sacrament being a means of grace builds us up in the faith. We 
welcome all who have been baptized and profess faith in Jesus Christ and who have 
been admitted to the table. If that doesn’t describe you, we ask that you not take part. 
However, please come and speak to the pastor or elders if you desire to be baptized 
or take part in the Holy Supper.   

 
 

Unless otherwise Indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

 

State of the Church 2023: The Elijah Option. We have seen a rapid cultural shift 
over the past ten years. What little influence Christians had in the public square seems 
to be marginal at best. At worst, we are hated and openly derided for our faith and 
commitment to the truth of scripture. We live in a negative world, where it is no 
longer positive or even neutral to be a Christian. That means that the strategies we 
used in the past to engage the culture will no longer work. Elijah and the contest 
against the prophets of Baal provide us with a model as we seek to confront the 
rampant idolatry of our day. He challenged the legitimacy of Baal, ridiculing those 
who worshipped a powerless god and calling them to serve the LORD, who is God. 
Since the LORD is God, we must confront the idols of our day.  



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

PRELUDE 

WE ARE HERE TO WORSHIP GOD 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 

[Leader]:  Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

[Congregation]: And also with you.  
g CALL TO WORSHIP 

From Psalm 84:1, 5, 7 
[Leader]:  How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, in whose 
heart are the highways to Zion. They go from strength to 
strength; each one appears before God in Zion. 

 
…IN HIS PRESENCE 

 
g GLORIA PATRI #735  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end, 
Amen, Amen. 
 

g PRAYERS OF AWE AND PRAISE (INVOCATION) 
 

g HYMN OF PRAISE Hymn of the month              HEAR MY PPRAYER* 
*Printed on the following page.  
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~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

 
 
 

g RESPONSIVE READING Pg. 834                 Psalm 135:1–21 
Congregation responds with Bold type 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
1 John 2:15–17 (ESV)  

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And 
the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 
abides forever.  
 
[Leader]:   Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION  
CORPORATE CONFESSION  
 
[Leader]:  Let us confess together saying,  
[Together]:  Father and God, we come before you at the beginning of this new 

year to confess our sins. As we reflect on the year that has 
passed, we see all the many ways we have loved the world and its 
desires more than we have loved you. Cleanse us from 
worldliness and wash away our sins. Make us holy and set us 
apart for the sake of our witness to a watching world. Give us 
holy boldness to confront idols in our hearts and our community 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
[Leader]:  If you confessed your sins, by faith, trusting in the finished 

work of Christ, then be assured your sins are forgiven and you 
are cleansed from all unrighteousness. Amen! 

 
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #16        COME, LET US SING UNTO THE LORD 

 
g CONFESSING THE FAITH Pg. 845     APOSTLES CREED 

…TO HIS GLORY 
PASTORAL PRAYER  
WORSHIP GOD THROUGH OUR GIFTS 

g DOXOLOGY #731 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON—                  ROMANS 1:18–32  
 
[Leader]:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
[Congregation]:  Thanks be to God! 
 
* Children ages 4 – 7 may be dismissed for Children’s Church. 

g HYMN OF PREPARATION       STILL, MY SOUL BE STILL

 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
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…UNDER HIS AUTHORITY 
 
Sermon Series: State of the Church 2023 
Sermon Title: The Elijah Option 
Scripture: 1 Kings 18:17–40 (ESV)  

  
                         
                    

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION                       1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–26 

 
g HYMN OF RESPONSE # 95      THROUGH TROUBLES ASSAIL US
                
g BENEDICTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~Soli Deo Gloria—To God Be the Glory~ 
 

Announcements 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Corporate Prayer: First Sunday of every month. Please join us after the service for a 
time of prayer.  

Patricia Kelly: On January 29th, during the Sunday school hour, Patricia 
Kelly will join us to share about her ministry with Options Women’s Center.  

30th Anniversary of Hope Church will be held on Sunday, April 2nd 2023.  
Former and founding pastor, Dr. David Wallover will preach at the 10:45 a.m. 
morning worship service and former pastor Steve Wilson will celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper. A “Reunion” Celebration banquet will follow at Fiorelli’s in 
Peckville beginning at 1:30 p.m.  Buffet dinner cost:  $30.00 Adult; Children 
10 and under:  $10.00.  Founding and former pastor Glen Riexinger and 
current pastor, Taylor Bradley, will share memories and timely remarks. 

The Anniversary Committee has done it’s best to remember and invite former 
members and friends. Please share this invitation with your kids and those 
you remember formerly attended Hope.   

Reservations: Due by Sunday, March 5th.  Please make a check payable to 
Hope Church with “banquet” on the memo line and give to Cheryl Straka. 
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Announcements 
 

 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 
Corporate Prayer: First Sunday of every month. Please join us after the service for a 
time of prayer.  

Adult Sunday School (All Ages Are Welcome): Sundays, 9:25 AM at the Church. 

Small Group Fellowship:  

Barnes’s Small Group: Church History video study with Robert Godfrey at Barnes 
home on Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM. Be sure to contact Bill if interested. 
Email: williambarnes2@mac.com or call 410-227-8447. Everyone is welcome. 
Batzel/Schwartz Small Group: This group meets at 1:00 PM on Thursday as 
follows: First and third Thursday at the Schwartz home in West Pittston (contact 
John @ 570-540-0224) Second and fourth Thursday at the Batzel home in 
Moscow (contact Doug @ 570-947-6452). We are currently studying Hebrews. All 
are welcome.  

Men’s Forum:  
Meets on the first Saturday of the month throughout the year. Each quarter we 
will also have breakfast. However, for February we will meet on February 18th 
along with our men’s forum we will have our quarterly breakfast.  

Woman’s Ministry 
Straka Bible Study – Will resume on January 21st on chapter 9. Please see Cheryl for 
more information. 

Children & Youth Ministry:  

Sunday school for children preK-12th grade meets during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:30-10:25 Sundays at the church.  
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Presbyterian Church in America 

Sunday School: 9:25 ’ Worship: 10:45 

570.451.4760 ’ Pastor@hopenepa.org ’ www.hopenepa.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Elders 

Rev. Taylor Bradley, TE (Pastor) 
Mr. Kenn Anderson, Jr., RE (Clerk) 
Mr. Bill Barnes, RE 
Mr. John Schwartz, RE 

Deacons 
Mr. Bob Sederovitz 
Mr. Matt Zale (Chairman) 
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